He observes that in the instance in question, however, he was guided by no previously adopted theory, but was determined purely by accident in the choice of his subject, who happened to be a Hindoo felon, of the hangman caste, condemned to labour in irons on the roads. Though somewhat lengthy, we will insert the details of this experiment in Dr. Esdaile's own words; previously directing the reader's attention to certain facts upon which the author himself lays great stress, as dissipating, in his own judgment, every source of deception and fallacy; these are: 1st, the purely accidental and unpremeditated nature of the experiment ; 2d, all want of consent between the parties; 3d, the operator's want of belief in his own power, and slight knowledge of the subject; 4th, the absolute ignorance of the patient, who could not possibly have heard of mesmerism ; and 5th, the impossibility deduced from the foregoing considerations, of the patient's imitating the mesmeric phenomena.
Mesmerism in India, and its practical Application in Surgery and Medicine.
By James Esdaile, m.d.?London, 1846. 12mo, pp.287. In our article on Mesmerism, eighteen months ago, we entered into an extended discussion concerning the validity of mesmeric facts, and the theory of animal magnetism ; avoiding, however, all detailed examination of mesmeric doctrines in their application to the treatment of disease. We passed lightly over this latter topic, because, in dealing with the subject as a matter of evidence affecting its reality, we had consumed the whole of our space at that time available ; yet we expressed a hope that a future opportunity would arise for supplying the omission in question. This opportunity, the appearance of Dr. Esdaile's book now presents to us. Dr. Esdaile occupies the post of civil assistant surgeon to one of the hospitals in Bengal; a situation which furnishes him with ample means for testing the value of controverted modes of treatment. The experience which he has given to the world in this book is, assuredly, not a little startling : it has relation to the practical application of mesmerism in both surgery and medicine. The statements which he has put forth, we shall summarily notice; and then we shall submit a few remarks upon their credibility, and upon the consequence which, we think, should flow from them.
Our author informs us that, prior to his own experiments, he was almost altogether unacquainted with the subject; having neither read mesmeric books, nor witnessed experiments in the practice of others. The first case which came beneath his notice was quite accidental; and this circumstance is cited by himself as enhancing the credibility of the accounts which he publishes. He states, that had he selected for his first essay one whom he should have deemed to be an appropriate subject, he would most probably have taken "some highly sensitive female of a nervous temperament and excitable imagination, who desired to submit to the supposed influence."
He observes that in the instance in question, however, he was guided by no previously adopted theory, but was determined purely by accident in the choice of his subject, who happened to be a Hindoo felon, of the hangman caste, condemned to labour in irons on the roads. Though somewhat lengthy, we will insert the details of this experiment in Dr. Esdaile's own words; previously directing the reader's attention to certain facts upon which the author himself lays great stress, as dissipating, in his own judgment, every source of deception and fallacy; these are: 1st, the purely accidental and unpremeditated nature of the experiment ; 2d, all want of consent between the parties; 3d, the operator's want of belief in his own power, and slight knowledge of the subject; 4th, the absolute ignorance of the patient, who could not possibly have heard of mesmerism ; and 5th, the impossibility deduced from the foregoing considerations, of the patient's imitating the mesmeric phenomena.
" April 4th. The water was drawn off one side of the scrotum, and two drachms of the usual cor. sub. injection were thrown in. On feeling the pain from the injection he threw his head over the back of the chair, and pressed his hands along the course of the spermatic cords, closing his eyelids firmly, and making the grimaces of a man in pain. Seeing him suffering in this way, I turned to the native sub-assistant surgeon, an eleve of the medical college, and asked him if he had ever seen mesmerism. He said that he had seen it tried at the medical college, but without effect. Upon which I remarked,' I have a great mind to try it on this man ; but as I never saw it practised, and know it only from reading, I shall probably not succeed.' The man continued in the position described, I placed his knees between mine, and began to pass my hands slowly over his face, at the distance of an inch, and carried them down to the pit of his stomach. This was continued for half an hour before he was spoken to, and when questioned at the end of this time his answers were quite sensible [Oct. at the part. At one moment her body was perfectly rigid, and in another it was bent back like a bow, till she rested on the back of her head and heels only. I never saw such convulsions except in tetanus and hydrophobia, and all 1 knew of the resources of medicine was useless; for how could she take physic when she could not take breath ? I therefore had recourse to my new solvent power, and after nearly an hour's hard work, I left her asleep and catalepsed.
"July 1st. She has had no return of the fit. This is the lady for whose relief the conjuror was sent, but came too late.
" June 26th. Alunga, aged 24: she has slight contractions of both elbowjoints, from rheumatism, with acute pain on pressing the ulnar nerve at the elbow. At first she did not bear much handling without awaking; but, on being left alone, the trance deepened, and she permitted me to work her joints like doorhinges, and extend them to the natural degree, without awaking. One arm was much freer after the first trance and extension, and there was no pain. 
